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R, BUEL, OF^MICHIGAN, 



NORTHWESTERN DEFENCE,, 



IN I'HE HOUSE OF REl'RESEWTA'I'JVES JULY 31, 1850 



WASHINGTON: 
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NORTHWESTBfiN IDEPBHCE, THE FOBTIFKAflON BILL, 

ANT) THE MILITARY AND COMMERCIAL 
POSITION OE DETROIT. 



The House being in Committee of the Wholi 
on the slate of theTTnion, and hating (he Portifica 
tion Bill under consideration, Me. GintiiHQs, of 
Ohio, moved to su-ilie out the first item of appro- 
priation, liz: " For defensiire works and barratka 
near Detroit, $15,000." Pending this motion, 
Mr. BUEL obtained the floor. He said i 
Mr. CHaiRMAN: When I obtained the floor on 
the adjournment yesterday, it wbb not with the 



fct from my original purpose. It is against my 
inclination and Blnoere wi^.ever to be drawn into 
a debate under nuch drcumaiances hb those by 
which I a;n no* drawn into this. But the whole 
House will bear me witness that I am in a meas- 
ure «ompe!ierf lopartidpale in it, by the very extra- 
ordinary remarks, which fell yesterday from the 
lips of that member, and without the least provo- 
cation whatever on my pari. 

First of all, I desire to say, MV. Chairman, that 
I am about to engage in no firsonal controversy 
with the honorable member from Ohio. I i 
be farced into such a controversy, withoota 
giving my eonsinl. If an occaaioo should 

for engaging in such a controversy with h . _. 

any other gentleman upon this floor, I have a right 
to consult myself, my own inclinations, my own 
feelings of self-respect, before determining if I will 
emlHirli in it. 1 have a right to be consult«d 



theoi 



1, the subject, (he : 



to represent, against what I am compelled to desig- 
nate as the unfounded, Ibe inconsiderate and reeft- 
less aspersions, which have been heaped upon them 
by the honorable member fVom Ohlu— hcmped, air, 
upon the oldest city of the Northwest, and by one, 
I regret to say, who claims to be a Representative 
of the Northwest. I will read from the remarks 
of the gentleman, as I find them. reported in the 
Globe of this morning: 
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m; and further, before engaging 
'in such a controversy with that gentleman or any 
<ither, I am entitled to some reasonable assurance 
that he who assails me, in argument or otherwise, 
shall come clothed with honorable armor. 

I respectfully dechne, therefore, engaging in the 
personal controversy, which is evidently provoked 
by the very indecorous and unparliamentary lan- 
guage in which the gentleman has seen fit to insin- 
uate, that the item of ftl5,000 for completing the 
fortification nesr Detroit was inserted in this bill 
to operate on themititi.^ of the "northwestern 
members," as a base mutive in securing for it their 
support. 1 rise, therefore, with no view of vindi- 
cating thyself in one single particular, but it is for 
the sole purpose of vindicating a portion of the 
Wfuntvy and constituency which I have the honor 






This, sir, is bad enough, but it is not ail, and 

^hall make no compromise with the gentleman, by 
accepting it as an equivalent for what I And sup- 
pressed in the report, but which the honorable 
member was well understood as uttering, and 
about which there can be no mistake, as I noted 
at the time the extraordinary language, which 1 
am about to cite as part of his remarks. 

Mr. CARTTER here fully disclaimed all agency 
on hie part in the preparation of (he published re- 
port of his remarks. 

Mr. BUEL. I have-not before thought of that 
I did not intend to impale lo the honorable mem- 
bei' any such agency, and, having declined making 
cause for personal controversy, I do not think I 
should have imputed it to him, even if he iiad mU' 
dialed the report, and such mutilation had come to 
my knowledge. 

But let us now look at the language uttered, as 
well as that published. I charge the honorable gen- 
tleman with having, in epiihetic style, designated 
ihacily of Detroit, as having been fora long period 
llie " common Tceeptuele efpvbtscplvnder,"aaA her 
people, or some considerame portictn of Ihem, as 
" ap]>eniages of pauperism and idltness;" noCdis- 
criminiiting as to those to whom this tatter phrase 
was to be applied. Now it is very evident, thnt 
I have risen, not for provocation, but for (irfertcs- 
Tbe gentleman from Ohio has not assailed me, 
but the city which I repi'esenl on this Upor; not 
me, but Oie people amongst whom I live and have 
liveil for many years; amongst whom I have cast 
my fortunes, and with"whose conSdence I have 
beentoooftenedhonoi'ed,notnowto raise my voice 
in defending them against such foul aspersions. 



,, Google 



3 



Bui, Mr. ChairiYiaTi, the tisaauUa of the honor- 
aWs gentteman go stiil further. Michigan haa 
many other floariahing towns and cities scailered 
along her water bounaarieB, but her people have 
ever been wont to regard Eletrait as their great 
oommercial emporium, into which cornea a targe 
' majority of Iheir imports, and from which fiowB a 
iargo myarity of their exports. ' They are not en- 
vious, but proud of her growth aniJ proaperity. I 
beg, therefore, to remind the honorable men(ber 
that, whenheaasaits DetroiE, he assails Michigan — 
I mean her people, her commercial pride«nd honor. 
Wor do the assaults of the honorable member 

regardless of poUtioaf ancestry as not to care to 
^iiow, that Detroit can clatni for itself an honor 
which but few cities can claim — an honor which 
was claimed by primitive Athehs, that of being 
a mother-cily, the MOTHKR-eiii on the North- 
«ebt' Where, sir, was Ohio nearly one hundred 
years ago, wlien that little band of Detroit pioneers 
was gathered, with their wivea and children, 
wilhin the pickets of this little town, succesafully 
defendmg themBelves against the attacks and in- 
cursions of a savage foe, led on by PonCJac, the 
great terror of the northwestern forests? Ohio 
was then one vast unbroken wilderness; and I 
thltilt I speak Ihe exact truth when I say, that not 
one inch of her soil was then occupied by the foot 
of the vesident white man. What, sir, was Ohio 
at the adoption of the ordinance of 1787 ? Still a 
wilderness, with perhaps here and there the soli- 
ary habitation of a white man, whilst Detroit was 
the chief town of all that vast territory which now 
tonsdtules the five great northwestern Stales, and 
afterwards became the seat of government of the 
Michigan Territoryupon its oiganizauon in 1805; 
to which, in 18^8, on the ndmiGsion of Illinois into 
the Union, and (heexlinction of the Illinois Terri- 
tory, Wiscondn was attached for political pur- 
poses, and so continued unlit the admission of 
Mit^igan into the Union in 183G. 
I said, sir, that Detroit has been the mother-city 
■■ of Ihe Northwest, and I am fully jualiSed in thai 
assertion. Was it not to this point that the ear- 
liest emigration of the Northwest was directed 
Was it not at this point where the waves of civili 
nation first touched the Northwest, as they grad- 
ually swept over the continent ?^one enlering the 
St. Lawrence, followed its waters upward li " 
troit, bearing upon its bosom such men as H 
pin, Charlevoix, and Labontan; whilst another 
moved on from Plymouth Rock, with such apirila 
as Winslow, Brewster, Slandish, and Carver, who, 
or whose descendants at a later period, met the 
earlier French pioneers at Detroit, whence, with 
hand: joined in hand and heart with heart, they 
long sent forth their children, as from a fruitful 
mother, to subdue and populate the wilds of the 
Northwest, 

Such was the metropolitan position of Detroit 
for nearly a century, in reference to the towcs and 
aettiements of the Northwest, and she maintained 
her superiority over all, not excepting St. Louis 
and Cincinnati, until, I believe, about the year 
1817. And, air, let me add, (hat her distincUon 
is reflected upon the Stale to which she belongs. 
Her honor of a mother city gives to Michigan The 
honor of a uotheh-State in the Northwest, 1 
mean m regard to hs 5.riroiijve aettlemen: aiii civ- 
iU^aijoH, 



Chairman, I am reminded that there is near 
listinguislied member from the Northwest, 
[Mr. DoTv,] whose feelings could have been not 
much less violated than my own, by the remarks 
of the member from Ohio. I may be permitted 
that Detroit was the early field of his po- 
litical' distinction, and it was there that I first 
became acquainted with him. Wisconsin then 
formed part of Michigan, and was ably repre- 
sented by him for several years, I cannot say pre- 
cisely how long, in the leeisiative cound! of that 
Territory. He knows well the early character of 
Detroit and her people, and, were he to sp^ak, 
would pronounce the language of the honorable 
member from Ohio to be slanderow and libftims. 
But, sir, the honorable Delegate from Minneso- 
ta, [Mr. SiBLEv,] who occupies the same table 
...■.c _.. __. — ■- jjjg seal—I perceive him -■•- 



HeisiinBtiveof Detroit, and 

die remains of his honored and distinguished 
father repose within its environs. I knew him 
well, but not until age and the privations of pio- 
neer-life had brought him near lo the close of his 
earthly ci>r^cr. He emigrated to Detroit towards 
the clOBo of the last century. He lived there, was 
a judge for many years of the Northwest Territo- 
ry, I believe, and for a long periodof the Michigan 
Territory; and he died there, lamented and hon- 
ored by all who knew him. And, sir, at an early 
day, I---- "■ 
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of his 



slituency. He was a fair esempUficHtion of the 
character of many of those bold and excellent 
men, whether of French or Anglo-American blood, 
who early emigrated to Detroit. 

Such, sir, were the men, and i could name many 
— Uiere is one at the other end of the Capitol — 
the distinguished Senator from Michigan, [Mr. 
Cass,] — wTio,and whoaedescendantB,havebpenBO 
wantonly revilad by the honorable Rep resen tali vs 
from the Northwest; men, sir, who, when the 
eyes of that gentleman first opened opon the light 
of Heaven, were enduring all the trials and hard- 
ships, Ihe dangers, privations, and sufierings of 
pioneer-life in the forest, occupied by and swarm- 
ing with s savage foe — pioiieer-life, sir, in thatcjuar- 
(er of the Un*on, which had a common origin, 
which now has its common interests and sympa- 
thies, and of which I should like to consider the 
honorable member a representative. Why, sir, there 
is hardly a forest of the Northwest which those 
meffor their descendants have not explored, and 
in which they have not slept; a morass which they 
have not penetrated; a lake or river which has not 
borne.them upon its waters in their bark canoes, 
engaged -in their survey and exploration. The 
very red men of the forest, who are now wending 
their way towards the setting sun, and who were 
driven by these brave pioneers from the rich wheal 
fields of the Horthwest, that ihey might be for the 
easy occupation and enioyment of tlie honorable 
member from Ohio and his (wmstittiency, would 
now, if they were here, pronounce his language n 
slander and a libel. The spirit of many a red man, 
sleeps beneath the green sods of Ohio, 

,6 hands of the Detroit pioneer 

s, would pronounce it a slander 
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They cannot gel it from ihe praelical mililsrj' men 
ofthis or nny other couiilfj'. The present ijiiiitary 
depBFtment of the government enteclajna no aucb 
opmione. I know Ih at tiled iBtmguished head of the 
Engineer Bureau, Colonel Totten.haaiio such opin- 
ionB,Bnii hea.itaolieB more Ulan ordinary importance 
to this wotk near Detroit. Mr. PoioBett, in his re- 
port before alluded to, says; "Iiwould.inmyopin- 
' ion, proves most faint error to diapense'with, them, 
' [permanent works of defence,] and to rely ufMtn 
■ our navy alone, aided by the number, strength, 

* and valor of the people, to protect the country 
' against the attacks of an enemy having^reat naval 

* meena." Neither the practice of England, Fj'ance, 
Russia, or any other country, whether civilized or 
uncitilized, furnishes authority for such an opin- 
ion. In relation to the Detroit river, England 
iieraelf has set ua an example; for she has h«r Port 
Maiden, near tie mouth, which she hae kept up 
ever since the war of 1812; and he, sir, haa read 
hbtory lo but little purpose, who imagines he can 
find there authority for the opinion which 1 now 
call in qu^tion. We need not go far back for 
illustrauons. I have already alluded to the for- 
tress at Ctuebec, and to the forts on the Boa- 
phor us, which strangle the ambition of Russia in 
tliat quarter BB with an iron chain. There is Fort 
Brown, near Matamoroa, which resisted such a 
long bombardment, and contributed so much to 
the salvation of Taylor's army. There was Cha- 

Sultepec, near Mexico, which Scott dared not 
iBve behind him before entering the city, al- 
though it could have been avoided, and the city 
entered without capturing it.. But the case of the 
Castle of St. Juan de Ulloa, perhaps, leaches us 
the best practical lesson. There we had a pow- 
erful fleet, which, however, could do nothing more 
than blockade Vera Cruz, because it could not 
pass the guns of that fortress. It, together with 
oar transports, was obliged lo ride out the fierce 
nurlhersi but we lost from iheso atorma the Hun- 
ter and the Somers, would have lost the Cumber- 
land, but for the speedy aid of the MissiBSippi, 
and lost a large nupber of smaller veasela-, and 
cdl becaMse the guna of the forlresa shut them 
out from the harbor. 

Besides, in this discussion, we must not forget 
ilow much the use of steam has facilitated the de- 
struction of cities exposed to Ihe attacks of steam 
marine. It moves swiftly, and a lai^e city may 
be suddenly put at the absolute mercy of a single 
steamship. We captured Akarado in Mexico, 
with a little steamer of one gun. Tabasco was 
laken in like manner, on the firing of a few guns. 
But, Mr. Chairman, I feel that I am hardly ex- 
cuaable in multiplying words upon this point. 
Gentlemen,! am suie, can be hardly — ■-"" ■" 



; thus 






which have the sanction of all nations and ages of 
the world. Even if our fortifications should cost 
a few more hundred thousands to complete them, 
andtwo or three hundred ihouaands annually lore- 
pair and sustain them.all that in tweniy-fivB years 
would amount to but a mere trifle, compared with 
the millions worth of properly that wpuid be de- 
stroyed in ft war with a neighboring nation , on an 
Bstendedfrontierlike ours, for the want of aproper 
system of frontier defence. As it waa in 18!" — 
would it be now without such a system; fo 
have nowicnmiUionalolosB where we had one 



So would it have been, if war with Englawd had 
come oucof Lhs Maine boundary dispute, as was al 
one lime seriously ihrealened. So, too, would it 
have been, had war come out of the Orfgon caolro- 
veray. X itnow what was the state of the north- 
western frontier at that time, when the arrival of, 
every mail was watched, to learn the news of peace, 
or war. ,»There wa*litlle or no government prep- 
aration for defence except at our forla. A few 
aoldiers only were scattered along that frontier. 
There was at Dearborn, ten miles tram Detroit, the 
only arsenal of the Northwest, and that had coat , 
the Government about half a million. In fact, the 
whole frontier waa exposed, and without much 
ready defence, except that furnished by our fortifi- 
cations, whilst the frontier from Fort Maiden to the 
Vermont line was bristling with thousandsof Brit- 
ish bayonets, ready for action on the first sound 
of war. Such, lo some extent, muat ever be the 
state of things with us on the eve of a war upon 
the Northern and Northwestern frontier. I sub- 
mit, therefore, in concluaion, that it is iha part of 
prudence and wisdom, to provide for ' 



s the nature of our Gove 



Note, — It is proper lo add, that General Cass, in 
hia report of April 7th, 1836, as Secretary of VVar, 
on" Military and Naval Defences, "expresses him- 
self unfavorably to a system of permanent defences 
upon the laRe frontier. But, on examining that 
report carefully, Mr. Bdel finds that such opin- 
ion has reference merely to the point which the 
Secretary first disousseK, viz; "The policy of 
/orii/Ving'thekniorson the lakes;'' for in hia views 
under that head; jt will be found that ho usee Uie 
following language; 

" It may petbaps be deemed eijifillenl lo eelnblJEli aifs^iSt 
tbr Ihe reteiiliiHi of muofllons of mer, in aome part of Ihe 
(leplnsula of HietaigBn, anil to elrangUisn it hy sflcli d^eiica 
astcWenoMe U to reM an^mt^ ittnalB vhidtmegia at- 
leTaplii. From the geographlcBl ftalursa. of itae cDniitry, 
our possessions beie iBcede ftom (hair nataial painlg of 
aupporu and are placed la immedints conlact wllh a flirtils 
and populous part of ihe nelgliboiing colour. In the 

in depnii a enpplj' of all the neeeuiry means for offeaabie 
or difeaHiie ojKiHliODB, and to place these beyond ilie reach 
of any eolerptlain; affiner wbo DiiE9>t l<e dlipoacd by a EUd. 

He could not have referred to a mere arsenal, 
for that at Dearborn was already established and 
built, it was lo be stiengthened by defences 
which would enable it to resist any coup de main. 
Besides, his report must be supposed to have had 
some reference to the elate of the Northweal, and 
of (he art of War at that lime. The whole Upper 
L^ke country was tfien alraost without people and 
commerce. War steamers had not come into 
general use. Furthermore, it is evident he could 

cation, like the Detroitriver, for, in the preliminary 
general observations conuuned in his report, he 
expresses the same opinion, but applies it express- 
ly to those " expansive fortifications which would 
do lit^e more than protect the space under cover 
of their guns; which are not required m 
(fcj>o(,"and lo ■■-— - 



B which, i 



n language, 



do w 



;, thnt 



plainly ejicepted from his opinio' 



3 the Detroit r 
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